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MITTAGUNDI 
FESTIVAL 

January   
6th & 7th 

Bring the whole family 
or a bunch of  mates! 

(See Page 3 for details) 
BOOK TICKETS 

ONLINE 

https://
www.trybooking.

com/NIDD  

Mittagundi
DIRECTOR’S REPORT
We have been flat out like a lizard drinking, 
since our last newsletter. We have finished our 
10-day programs for the year and implemented 
two follow ups - garden party and enterprise. 

In between programs we have included mowing the 
fast growing spring grass and finishing some fencing 
projects. We are most proud of the Dam and Garden 
fences. There is a new favourite place (speaking for 
myself) and that is the view of the Dam. The scrub 
around it and the corrugated fence has been removed 
and a scenic view emerged with the Knocker range in 
the back ground. 

We have also managed to fit in helping our local 
community and an overnight visit to Ian and Olivia 
Stapelton’s residence. We also attended the Folk 
Rhythm and Life Festival (FRL). 

http://www.mittagundi.org.au
https://www.trybooking.com/NIDD
http://www.mittagundi.org.au
https://www.trybooking.com/NIDD
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MITTAGUNDI 
MELBOURNE 

DINNER 
May 11th 

A fun way to stay 
connected to Mittagundi 

in the Big Smoke. 
RSVP to Claire 
0467678818 / 

info@mittagundi.org.au 

SAVE THE 
DATE 

MITTAGUNDI 40th 
ANNIVERSARY 

12th -14th  
January 2018 

We have been blessed with sponsorships and donations. One, in 
particular, comes from the Scarlet Foundation. Scarlet Spain 
attended Mittagundi in 2011 as a helper. She, unfortunately, passed 
away in 2012 and in her honour a sub-fund of the Australian 
Communities Foundation was created in the name of Scarlet Spain 
supporting creative projects in developing communities. We have 
been gifted with funds to support artistic and creative young people 
to come on our follow up programs. Greg Marks (MG council 
member), his partner Dawn and I attended their fundraising event in 

November and I was 
fortunate to be able to 
say a few words about 
M i t t agund i t o t he i r 
guests and thank Simon 
and Victoria for their gift.  

Another significant gift 
comes from the Skermer 
f a m i l y a n d F R L . 
Mittagundi has been 
b l e s s e d w i t h t h e 
significant contribution 
Hamish, Bill, Jack, Marg 
and Tony Skermer and 
the i r fami l i es have 
provided over the last 20 
years. The Folk Rhythm 

and Life Festival started from an idea to create a fundraiser for 
Mittagundi. It grew much more than that very quickly and Mittagundi 
has benefited along with other youth organisations from this festival. 
It has also introduced people to Mittagundi from which staff have 
been found from this event and supported rising musicians like Sal 
Kimber.  I would like to thank the Skermers for creating this event 
and supporting community and talent along the way. The staff team 
attended FRL this year, maybe witnessing and attending the last 
one. But as Hamish announced, “you know its the last one - if you 
know there isn't another one”. I would also like to thank Sal Kimber 
for organising our food stall at FRL and the volunteers that spent 
countless hours spinning potatoes onto sticks and frying them.  

Summer is now settling in and it is that time of year when our 2016 
staff reflect on their year and give their last big effort into running our 
last follow up programs and handing over information and job areas 
to a new team. I would like to thank the 2016 team for giving their 
time to Mittagundi. It is a challenging and rewarding year for anyone 
that spends time here, but now they can say they have done it and 
be proud of the impact they have made, the skills and 
knowledge they now have and are employable wherever they go.

“It was a childhood dream for me to come to a Mittagundi course and 
now that I finally, it has lived up to and above my expectations.”  

Anna Findlay, 2016

mailto:info@mittagundi.org.au
mailto:info@mittagundi.org.au
http://www.mittagundi.org.au
http://www.mittagundi.org.au
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In this newsletter, we hear from Nick, Monica, Hannah, Lachlan, and Cassidy. You will also be introduced to 
Will Potter our Program manager that has helped us since September and will be staying on into 2017. We 
are very lucky to have Will and I do look forward to his support managing and training the incoming staff 
team. Andrew will be finishing up the Building Maintenance Manager and heading back to his trade as an 
electrician. So please offer him some work. Andrew has done a great job fixing lots of things and supporting 
our skiing and rafting activities. Thank you, Andrew, for your contribution. Claire Peck is doing an awesome 
job keeping our programs full and social media alive. I would like to thank Claire and wish her all the best as 
she will also be leaving us a few months into next year to have her second baby. Whenever I need advice, 
information or to question something the Mittagundi Council have been there to support me in my role. The 
Council is very proactive and I very much appreciate the support they have provided. Thank you, Mike, Jo, 
Richard, Joe, Jimmy, Kev, Bruce, Matt, Greg and honorary member Helen.  

So we have some positions available for 2017. We are still looking for staff to complete our program team 
and will be soon advertising the building and bookings manger positions.  

I would also like to announce that we have started preparing for the 40th Anniversary of Mittagundi. Based 
on the fact that Ian purchased land we now know as “Mittagundi” in 1978 and ran a program in that summer, 
we are celebrating it. Save the dates 12-14th January 2018, as this will be our main celebration event. If you 
would like to be part of the event committee please contact me.  
It is also important for past staff, directors, council members, young people to contact us as soon as you can. 
We really need to get your memorabilia and stories to produce a historic document but also display material 
for the event. Please contact me and we can arrange the details.  

So here we are moving into next year, you may have heard I am staying for another year. There are some 
projects and strategic plan tasks that I would like to finalise before moving on. The focus for 2017 is building 
on our financial sustainability. We have made some significant changes to what we offer to staff and we are 
planning for future equipment turn over and building infrastructure . We are working on keeping Mittagundi 
and its philosophy alive into the future,  as the world around us changes with emerging youth attitudes and 
rapidly changing technology. I believe we have a program that is relevant in the past, present and future. As 
attitudes change, Mittagundi sticks with the core of what we need; community, friendships, helpfulness and 
giving things a go. This is what we teach with our values respect, responsibility, fairness, and safety. With 
this in mind, we would like to get Mates of Mittagundi off the ground and extend our capacity to support 
fundraising, advocating for young people to attend our programs and build community support. Doesn't 
matter what age you are if you can help even in the smallest way we want you. Mittagundi is unique - be part 
of it come join us and support us. Come to the Open day 6-7 Jan 2017. See you there :-) 

Liz Leyshan

Left to Right: Ian S, Will P, Lachlan C, Cassidy B, Monica R, Hannah W, Nick L, Liz L

http://www.mittagundi.org.au
http://www.mittagundi.org.au
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PLEASE BOOK TICKETS ONLINE AT: https://www.trybooking.com/NIDD 

http://www.mittagundi.org.au
http://www.mittagundi.org.au
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MITTAGUNDI EVENTS 
http://www.mittagundi.org.au/events/ 

Join the Mittagundi Council, our parter organisations and 
wider friends for a great meal and fun evening in a 

quirky and exclusive Brighton location! It’s a great way 
to stay in touch.


More details on the Events page of the website:                                                                        
http://www.mittagundi.org.au/events/


RSVP to Claire / 0467 678 818 / info@mittagundi.org.au


Come to Mittagundi for a family camping weekend! 
Kicking off with a Bush Dance in Glen Valley on the 

Friday night and followed by a Pioneer Skills Open Day 
on Saturday, with free camping at Mittagundi! 

FEATURING THE BRIAGOLONG BUSH BAND (6th Jan)           
SAL KIMBER and THE ROLLING WHEEL (7th Jan)


More details & TICKETS on the Events page of the website:                                                                        
http://www.mittagundi.org.au/events/


With 40 wonderful years to celebrate in 2018, there are 
many people to thank and lots of achievements to 
celebrate! We would love you to be there for the 
milestone. If you are a past staff member we are 

collecting stories and contact details via the website in 
preparation, please contribute and get in contact.


More details coming soon to the Events page of the website:                                                                        
http://www.mittagundi.org.au/events/


- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

MITTAGUNDI 
FESTIVAL                                                  


JANUARY 

6th & 7th 2017

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

MITTAGUNDI   
MELBOURNE DINNER                                                  


MAY 

11th 2017

MITTAGUNDI    
40th ANNIVERSARY                                                 


JANUARY 2018 

12th-14th 

Thank you for supporting Mittagundi! We’d 
love to see more of you!

SAVE THE DATE!

SAVE THE DATE!

SAVE THE DATE!

http://www.mittagundi.org.au/events/
http://www.mittagundi.org.au
http://www.mittagundi.org.au/events/
http://www.mittagundi.org.au
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Recent Programs 
The last few months have seen many young people come to visit Mittagundi from all 
over Victoria, Australia, and the world. Our last 10-day program, Mixed 440, consisted 
of 10 young people from various European and South American countries. The 
blending of cultures was exciting to witness and interesting for everyone. As each 
young person discovers at Mittagundi, there is always something to do, and everything 
there is to do has lots of purpose in it. The projects around the farm which have 
occupied most of the young people and staff’s days include; fencing, pasture 
management, cooking, tool fixing, blacksmithing, and gardening. 

Mixed 440

Garden Party

http://www.mittagundi.org.au
http://www.mittagundi.org.au
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In October, Mittagundi truly looked like a 
pioneer farm with the classic Enterprise 
program running all sort of activities. The 
program at t racted many interest ing 
pe rsonas , bo th young peop le and 
demonstrators. The likes of metalwork were 
conducted by demonstrator Lance Tucker 
and staff member Cassidy Brown. These two 
showed young people how to hit hot pieces 
of metal and turn them into interesting works 
of art and useful tools for the farm. In the 
kitchen, staff member Hannah Waite worked 
hard showing young people how to create 
delish beetroot and tomato relishes and 
bottle them for later use. Merry Greenwood 
spent time during the program showing 
young people and staff how to bind books 
and create colourful covers. Demonstrators, 
Brian and Vaughn, took charge of the joinery 
and demonstrated how to split logs into 
benches and stool legs using various tools. 

Jack Gilbert was there in 
fine form, showing young 
people how to make photo 
frames, assisting the staff 
with the repairing of tools, 
and sharing classic old 
jokes and sayings. Monica, 
Hannah, Cassidy, and Will 
started a kni t t ing and 
c r o c h e t i n g c l u b t h a t 
continued from the start to 
the finish of the program. 
N i c k e n t e r t a i n e d t h e 
masses with his beautiful 

In late-September the garden got an old-fashioned spruce up. Lots of young people came along to our 
Garden Party follow-up program and made a huge difference to the place. A lot of the hard work went into 
building the new garden fence, but also into weeding, planting, and preparing garden beds. The garden is 
now producing lots of lettuce, kale, snow peas, as well as many herbs and other vegetables almost ready to 
harvest. Also, two teams of young people competed to make the scariest scarecrow they could. The judges 
were shocked so much by both of the team’s scarecrows, they decided that the two of them would hold a 
place in the garden until next year’s Garden Party. 

“I loved every minute of  it and I wanna come back so bad.”   

Josh Tanzen, 2016

Enterprise & 
Craftsmanship

http://www.mittagundi.org.au
http://www.mittagundi.org.au
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The Barrowthon is about mate ship and pushing through those challenging times with the support of those closest to 
you. Our team consisted of a mixed bag of mates that were determined to prove our partners and those knockers 
out there, that we could to take this task on and finish it …. that we did!  The Hopeful Minds team took this challenge 
up in 2015, so we knew what to expect out of this 88 kilometre walk! Last year we raised $5000 for the Wodonga 
Head Space, this was two thirds of the entire proceeds raised last year! In the planning for this years event our 
charity needed to be local and still youth focused. After a few suggestions thrown around, Mittagundi was the one 
for us . . the rest is history!   

This year our wives and girlfriends entered a team…this added another whole dimension to the event, not only did 
we have the massive task of walking to the top of Mt Buffalo in two days, we had to beat the girls up there, 
otherwise our home lives would never be the same! I started the barrow push, thinking that the first change over 
was 5km’s down the scenic rail trail that meanders through some local wine country and native bush . . . this was 
going to be easy! The Girls had added a runner to their team at the 11th hour . . this posed a problem, she was fit 
and I was not. I kept with her to the first change over, where she passed her barrow on . . . . . . my change over was 
no where to be seen, so I continue on for the next 5km.  Our plan to keep with the girls was foiled in the first 5km, oh 
well it was time to enjoy the walk and soak up the beautiful country side of North East Victoria. The girls well and 
truly won day one of the competition, arriving at Porpunkah 38 minutes ahead of us! Oh well, there was still day two, 
the push up Mt Buffalo . . . Mmmmm this is going to hurt! 

Day two started at 6:30 am, there were a lot of stiff and very sore bodies hobbling around with the odd fitness freak 
bouncing and warming up ready for the day ahead! This is the hardest part of the Barrowthon, not only are you 
fighting a fatigued body, the mind is also fatigued and this is where mate ship truly comes into its own! This is where 
you encourage each other to keep going and push yourself and your mate to the peak, focused on our cause, 
Mittagundi, oh yeh . . . the girls were breathing down our necks, at this point I was wishing we didn’t pick this fight 
with our partners, because we were all hurting! This story comes to the end with us reaching the top of Mt Buffalo, 
passing through some of the most spectacular country the North East has to offer! A lot of new friendships made 
along the way, old friendships strengthened and a lot of money raised for over 32 different cause. $100k was raised 
all up with Hopeful Minds raising a total of $5724 for Mittagundi! 
  
Update: we did manage to get over the line first with the girls only 10 minutes behind us…minus the time handicap 
from day one the girls “officially” won the race.. with all relationships still in tact! 

By Craig English

Hopeful Minds raise money for Mittagundi
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Cows 
On the farm right now are our lovely pair of 
cows, Buca, and her calf, Hudson, who is 
growing rapidly day by day. The two spend 
most of their time in the Wills paddock, until 
of course it is time for milking. Our other 
c o w s a r e f r o l i c k i n g o v e r a t t h e 
neighbouring paddocks owned by the Baty 
family. We did say goodbye to our steer 
named Bec, who lived his time well at 
Mittagundi, but is now serving his duty as a 
crucial part of the Mittagundi menu for 
programs. 

Animal Update
Piglets! 
A big warm Mittagundi welcome to our new female piglets, Babe and Beatrice Blue! These two lovely 
creatures arrived on the farm in mid-November and have been an absolute delight to have on the property. 
The piglets love eating pellets and are always keen to explore the spectacular environment around 
Mittagundi. Nick and Monica have taken to caring after the pigs, with the rest of the staff team jumping in 
and taking the pigs for a wonder through the farm when they can.

A lady looking quite sombre walked 
into a bar. The barkeeper said, 
“Why the long face?” The lady said, 
“People keep mistaking me for a 
horse”.

www.mittagundi.org.au	 Spring Newsletter 2016, Page "9
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Chickens 
Okay, so when there is more than one rooster in a group of chickens, things can get a little tense in the flock. 
Instead of waking up on first light, as soon as one rooster opens its eye after a few hours of sleep, it is 
desperate to assert its dominance and be the first and loudest to cocka-doodle-doo. Then the others wake-
up and say “Uh-uh, this isn’t happening”, and they decide to squawk their little beaks off until the cows wake-
up. And then the cows don’t know what’s happening so they start mooing and freaking out. And before you 
know it, the horses are neighing and whining. Then all the young people in the cabins wake-up and are 
making weird animal noises too! Which is followed by the staff waking up and hearing about it all. So 
unfortunately, after many a weeks of madness, and with much regret, some roosters were recently laid to 
rest. The rest of the chickens are now much quieter, except of course when it is time for their daily ritual of 
laying an egg, in which, everybody is aware of as an interesting and unusual, “cluck-bock-bock-bock – 

BOCKGAAAHHHHHHK” is heard. 

LOCKY

Horses 
Our horses Locky and Sampson are in good health and have recently been undergoing some fitness 
training as well as desensitising work. Their cheekiness is slowly subsiding with every human interaction, 
and their waistline is looking evermore stronger and more capable of carrying their weight. The two are also 
hanging out in Wills Paddock, occasionally spying on the cows and keeping their watchful distance. 
Hannah and Monica continue to trim and tend to the horses feet. They are often searching for free 
massages from the rest of the staff team, as Locky and Sampson have a tendency to lean most of their 
weight on the poor girls. But it doesn’t stop them from having a little fun and giving the boys a bit of style 
(see photo!). 

SAMPSON

Q. Why does a milking stool only have 3 legs?  

(See page 15 for answer)
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Monica Russell 
My year at Mittagundi was a wonderful year. A year that has flown by just 
like to Kookaburras in the Valley. 

I have met so many incredible people that have inspired me throughout 
my journey.  The Mittagundi community is truly a generous, warm and 
uplifting place, and I am very grateful to now be a part of it.  

Living and working at Mittagundi will be an experience that I will never 
forget. Living without electricity and without reception was a welcome eye 
opener, and has allowed me to look upon the world with fresh eyes. 

I have made some unforgettable friendships, not only with the other 
leaders, but with the animals as well. The cows and pigs have stolen my 
heart (and in the process turned me vegetarian). It was always a lovely 
time visiting Arnie cow and chatting with the pigs.  

There are many aspects that I will miss; the rainy hike lunches and the snowy mountain tops, the sunny river 
swims and the many milking sessions. But I know the place will be in good hands, the programs will kick on and 
Mittagundi will continue to do its magic. It is always a sweet reminder to see the transformation in the young people 
at the end of a 10-day program, to see that we are making a difference to their lives 

As my 15-year-old self once wrote, “It is my dream to be a leader at Mittagundi”. I am happy to have had the 
opportunity to fulfil my dream, but now its time to move onto the next adventure and chase some new ones! Thank 
you to everyone who I have met this year, I am truly grateful for my time at Mittagundi. 

Meet Our        
Program Manager! 
Mittagundi would like to welcome Will Potter to the 2016 staff team! Will 
joined the team at the beginning of the Spring season and will be staying 
on into the new year. Will has volunteered at Mittagundi many times 
before, helping out with abseiling and rafting activities, as well as projects 
around the farm. He has extensive experience with working in the outdoor 
education field, and has a passion for rock-climbing, as well as many other 
outdoor pursuits. Along with working for Trinity College, Will has worked for 
various schools and organisations, as well as volunteering for Wollangarra 
(Mittagundi’s sister organisation) and is a member of the CFA. Will studied 
a Bachelor of Outdoor Education at Bendigo Latrobe University, and has 
many connections with current and past students and staff. 

Will brings to the team a strong sense of leadership that encompasses a 
positive attitude and a calm and composed demeanour. His presence at 
Mittagundi assists the staff in continuing their growth, as well as making 
positive influences on the young people and the property. Will has brought 
along with him a cheeky sense of humour, and a keenness for having a 
good time. But most importantly, his character illustrates his love for the 
place, and the care he has for the staff and the people who visit 
Mittagundi. Welcome to the Mittagundi family Will!  
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Lachy Cohen 
I will always remember the smiles on the young people’s faces 
when they completed a challenging task. The grit, sweat, and 
determination, all combining and leading to a euphoric feeling of 
happiness. Whether it was digging a hole for a fence post, 
removing a stubborn tree root, chopping a solid piece of wood in 
half, cleaning the muck out of the dishes tray, or picking oneself up 
from the ground and continuing on trekking, so many admirable 
young people  have overcome adversity and strived beyond their 
perceived potential.  

It’s a privilege to have worked with so many great people this year; 
staff, young people, volunteers, demonstrators, and people alike. 
I’ve lived and learned so much, and I have so many great 
memories. Some highlights for me this year include; helping build 
the new winter hut, driving a 4WD for the first time, learning how to 
use a chainsaw, learning how to debark logs, seeing Hudson first drink milk from Buca cow, forming a deep love and 
connection with Mittagundi’s water source, fixing my first tool, and seeing young people return on follow-up 
programs. I would recommend doing a year at Mitta to anyone. 

Hannah Waite 
When I was 15 years of age, my 7 days at Mittagundi as a Young 
Person was a turning point in my life. I was a participant within a 
program of which I gained so much from, and succeeding this 
program came some life changing decisions that otherwise wouldn’t 
have eventuated. Today, at 19, I am counting nearly 11 months of 
being in this wonderful place, and this time has amplified, extended 
and deepened the lessons learned in my initial week four years 
ago.  

For me, I came into this year with an open mind and an open heart, 
ready and eager to learn what ever it was that would come my way. 
I think that it was this openness that has resulted in all the change 
that I have found within myself between January and now. I have 
found that over time it is easy to become comfortable in what you’re 
doing and who you are, and it is in these times when you think you 
know what you’re doing and you think that you are right that the 
world finds a way of humiliating you to remind you that you’re 
always a student of life. Humility is a beautiful thing. I’ve found contentment in learning and growing, in challenges 
and asking questions - all these things that this year has provided. I often tell people that I am nowhere near the 
same person as I was 11 months ago - I have a largely different perspective, thought process and my priorities and 
values greatly differ from those at the start of the year. Mittagundi has a beautiful way of challenging people, both 
young and old, and I strongly believe in the program and the place to create change in small and large ways.  

I am extremely grateful for the opportunity to work here, and with only a few weeks to go, I am trying to make the 
most of every day and appreciate this place for its simplicities that we don’t find at home.  

Thank you Liz and Andy, the staff of 2016, and everyone else that has been apart of this wonderful year in my life.  

“10 days seems like a lot but when you have lots of  amazing people around you, you 
forget about time and technology.” 

Ebony Macnamara, 2016
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Cassidy Brown 
My Year at Mittagundi 

When I first arrived at the gate on January 4th, I had no idea I would 
have experienced all of the things I have this year.  I knew I was in for 
some fun hikes, a simplistic lifestyle, and being around like-minded 
people.  What I didn’t know was how connected I would become, to 
Mittagundi, it’s community and all of the amazing young people and 
volunteers that I’ve met this year.  I didn’t know I would learn how to 
make lasagna for 60 or more people in a wood-fired stove, and that 
those people would like it.  I didn’t know that I would struggle for 
months to make a picture frame, or the pride I would feel in completing 
this thing with merely my hands and simple tools.  I didn’t know I would 
miss home so much, or that this place would feel so much like home.  I 
didn’t know that I would become a blacksmith and that I would learn 
enough of the trade to teach young people this amazing art that is 
getting lost in today’s ease of modern technology.  I didn’t know how much I would struggle, or that new people 
would be in my life to help remind me that good things are rarely easy, but always worth it.  My year has been 
profound in many ways, and in many ways it has been the simplest and easiest it’s ever been.  While it’s strange to 
be saying ‘see you later’ to living at Mittagundi, I’m very excited for what the future holds and how I will take all of 
the amazing experiences, skills, and memories from my year here with me.  I decided I don’t quite yet want to return 
home to WV, USA, so I’m excited to remain a part of the Mittagundi community from within Australia for the next 
year at least.  I’ll never forget this place or this amazing time in my life, and I would like to thank the crew that I’ve 
been so lucky to be with through all of the madness, good or bad.  Hannah, Nik, Lachy, Monica, Hamish, Will, Liz, 
and Andy, you all have had a serious impact on my life and I’m very thankful to have met you all this year, you’ve all 
taught me so much and been an amazing team to work with.  One more thanks to Liz for giving me this opportunity 
to go outside of my comfort zone, have a new experience, and realize my potential, that’s what it’s all about I’ve 

Nick Lorenz 
“I came as a boy. I now depart as a man.”– Nic Lorenz 

Thanks noisy camp, it’s been one hell of a ride. 

Skills I have learnt from working at Mittagundi include wood chopping, 
gardening, Wilderness First Aid, fence building, 4WD, food handling, chain 
sawing, slide guitar, knitting, candle making, wood working, blacksmithing, 
and so much more. OMG 

“Cooking for other people is hard and can be quite stressful. (I love you, 
Mum).” 

I’ve nearly been at Mittagundi for a year. I’ve had a lot of fun.  

The people I have met along the way is what has really made this experience so damn good. Shout outs to Tess and 
Graham, Gordy, Mick Batty, Niklaus and all the other sick volunteers we’ve had over the year, Sam and Jake as well 
as all the other teachers, and of course my BFFLs who I have been lucky enough to spend the whole year with. ILY.   

My #1 tip for future staff and volunteers is to get an Akubra. Look like a farmer and you will be a farmer. 

“The sun rises in the morning. If the morning tea is burnt, the sun still rises in the morning. If machinery breaks, the 
sun still rises in the morning. If something is forgotten or lost, the sun still rises in the morning. No matter what goes 
wrong the sun will still rise in the morning. Who cares, have fun.” 

See you later Alligator!  
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Help us save a tree

Get this newsletter via email and save a tree or two. 
Simply email info@mittagundi.org.au and let me know. 
You can see the full newsletter online and in colour 


at www.mittagundi.org.au
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Contact Us
www.mittagundi.org.au


Contact Claire the Bookings & Communications Manager 

0467 678 818 or info@mittagundi.org.au

Contact Mittagundi on 03 5259 7238


POST TO: 4385 Omeo Hwy, Glen Valley VIC 3898

PROGRAM DATES 

10day Programs - 2017 AUTUMN DATES 

Courses are made up of  young people aged 14-17 from a wide variety of  schools and backgrounds. It doesn’t matter if  you 
don’t know anyone else when you arrive, in fact it can be better this way, as you are free to be whoever you want to be! You 

don't need to be super fit either or have any experience with camping or farm life. It's all about giving it a go. 

Sponsorship available for those in need 

SPRING 2017 DATES ON WEBSITE 

Follow Up Programs - 2017 dates 
(note: Follow Up Programs are for young people who have previously participated in a 10day or Winter Program) 

PROGRAM START FINISH

MIXED 444 March 3rd 2017 March 12th 2017

GIRLS 445 March 17th 2017 March 26th 2017

BOYS 446 March 31st 2017 April 9th 2017

GIRLS 447 April 14th 2017 April 23rd 2017

BOYS 448 April 28th 2017 May 7th 2017

GIRLS 449 May 12th 2017 May 21st 2017

PROGRAM START FINISH
WINTER ALPINE June 27th 2017 1st July 2017

GARDEN PARTY Sept 27th 2017 Oct 1st 2017

ENTERPRISE Oct 20th 2017 Oct 24th 2017

WOODCHOP Dec 14th 2017 Dec 18th 2017

http://www.mittagundi.org.au
mailto:info@mittagundi.org.au
http://www.mittagundi.org.au
mailto:info@mittagundi.org.au
mailto:info@mittagundi.org.au
http://www.mittagundi.org.au
mailto:info@mittagundi.org.au
http://www.mittagundi.org.au


Thank you . . .  Mittagundi is the product of  thousands of  people’s energy and passion. It has and always will 
belong to the people that drive it and the young people that inhabit it. That includes those of  you that have come on a program, worked 
there, shared your skills, ideas, donated your time, money or goods and just generally have taken part in what the place has to offer.  
This only goes a small way to acknowledge you . . .

• Paul and Aly – Donation to Auction 

• Suz Christinson – Boots 

• Jeffery Morgan and Drummond Family – Pots 

• Kate Hammond – Rosemary for kitchen 

• Jack Gilbert – Honey, wood, framing tools, & fixed vice grips. 

• Gordon Pierre – Wood & sawdust 

• Rachel Duthie – new tea towels 

• Ron and Glenda – jumpers & rafting shoes 

• Ian Stapleton and Liv – for having the team over for dinner  

• Lance Tucker – helping on program 442 

• Bloggs – medical advice and supplies for horses 

• Ya Reeves – Helping on program 442 

• Lisa – rafting help on program 442 

• Chantelle Mizzi – Rafting help on program 441 

• Anna Turner – Volunteer, horses, helpful on program 441 & Garden Party 

• Phil O’Donnell – Volunteer on program 443 

• Andrew Bird – Returning Volunteer on program 443 

• Natelie – Volunteer on program 442 

• Maddy Blake – Volunteer on program 440 

• Charlie Rothney – Volunteer 

• Matt – Volunteer, handyman. 

• Keith Cohen – Donated wetsuits 

• David Orr for care taking 

• Jack Gilbert – Wood work demonstrator 

• Lance Tucker – Blacksmith demonstrator 

• Brian Beasley - Wood work demonstrator 

• Vaughn – Wood work demonstrator 

• Merri – Book making demonstrator 

• Jim Betts for house maintenance 

•  Cora Davey for a spinning wheel 
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Financial 
Contributions 

  
Johan Top 

Richard Kjar 

Jessie Mawson 

Peter Hay 

Ross Johnson 

Miranda Sharp 

Caroline Richardson 

Hopeful Minds 

Eirene Lucas Foundation 

Prue Griffiths      

North Eastern Trail Horse 
Riding Club 

Michael Looby 

Richard Kjar 

Mark Reeves 

Goods & Services Donations

A. Because the cow has the udder one!



NOVEMBER 30, 2020Sound Of Today
If you would like to help Mittagundi here is how you can
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Mittagundi is a non-profit organisation that receives no funding from the Government. Our 
programs are heavily subsidised and we are reliant on a fantastic community of supporters for 

about 30% of our operational costs. 
Name:          
Address:   Post Code:                                                
Email:   Phone:       
CHEQUE ATTACHED FOR $
I have made an electronic deposit to your Westpac Account of $
on     /              ACCOUNT DETAILS:    Westpac Bairnsdale   BSB 

033653  A/C 630000
Please debit my:   VisaMastercard    Name on Card:      
Card Number:      Expiry Date: CCV Number: 
Signature:        

DONATIONS CAN ALSO BE MADE VIA THE WEBSITE: http://www.mittagundi.org.au/donate/
             

 Nylon long sleeve shirts with collar 
 Hay for animals 
 Fencing wire 
 Care takers for September and 
December 

 Cooks for end ofJanuary 
 Helpers at the Open Day 
 Woollen army or fleece pants 
 Sun glasses with UV protection 
 Volunteers for programs 

 Ride on lawn mower (4WD) 
 Garden and leather riggers gloves 
 Embroidery thread 
 Leather needles 
 XC Ski boots and Stocks 
 Woollen Gloves or mittens 
 Glass Milk bottles 
 Fence post hole digger 
 Long Crow bars

Mittagundi SPRING 2016

What is Mittagundi?
An independent, non-profit organisation with outdoor programs available to all young people aged 14-17.  

It was established over thirty years ago with a commitment to provide opportunities for young people from all walks of  life to live 
and enjoy the challenges of  a remote and simple lifestyle.  

On our classic outdoor program each group of  boys or girls will spend ten days in a beautiful part of  Victoria’s high country; 
bushwalking, camping and abseiling from nearby cliffs, rafting the Mitta Mitta river and work alongside leaders to operate a pioneer 

style farm. During winter, school groups cross country ski and explore the alpine environment of  the Bogong High Plains.  
The atmosphere at Mittagundi is simple, honest and happy. There are no watches, no timetables and no money. Instead there is an 

opportunity for young people to live and work together in an environment where people matter more than anything else.  
Mittagundi is run by a professional and passionate team of  volunteers and a whole community of  support.  

To book into a program or be involved with Mittagundi please visit our website 
 www.mittagundi.org.au  or contact us on 0467 678 818 

Check out our list of  essential resource needs below. Any financial help you can provide this year to purchase these 
items would be immensely appreciated!  

Or maybe you know someone who can help? Give Liz a call 03 5159 7238

RESOURCES WE NEED

Please donate

http://www.mittagundi.org.au/
http://www.mittagundi.org.au/

