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AUTUMN 2016Mittagundi
A PLACE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE, BUILT BY YOUNG PEOPLE

UPCOMING 
BUSHDANCES!! 

THE NORTH 
EAST BUSH 

DANCE 

Saturday 28th May  
Beechworth 

Memorial Hall 

THE CITY   
BUSH DANCE 

Saturday 25th June 
Fitzroy Town Hall 

WATCH FACE BOOK 
FOR TICKETS 

Call if  you can help:  
0467 678 818 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT
WOW! how time fly’s. Here I am - in my third and final year of this Directorship. 
Feeling pretty good about what has been achieved so far and looking forward to the 
goals and projects for this year. I am also preparing to hand over a well maintained 
property and business to the next Director. Our course numbers this year are already 
very healthy and we will be working towards the same for 2017. The Mittagundi 
Council is about to advertise the Director position for next year. So if you know some 
one that has the right skills and leadership for the role let them know. All I can say is 
that the experience of Mittagundi is quite profound no matter whether you are a young 
person or one of the various members of the staff team. 

Since the last newsletter, we have had the annual Open day and Bush dance, a new team of six staff have been training (see their 
profile). We hosted the annual Mittagundi walk in and council meeting, Star FM in Albury did five breakfast shows live from Mittagundi 
and we have also hosted the annual Locals Dinner. So between training we have been busy with may other short events. Lucky no 
bushfire threats as the summer has been really strange with wet days and dry sunny days. Good for us because the grass is green. I 
would like to thank last years staff team for the massive effort they put into handing over their job areas, festival prep and working hard 
to make sure the Open day weekend was a success. I would also like to thank the demonstrators and helpers inc Wollangarra staff/
young people - your help and support is very much appreciated. 

Well Arnicow has settled in really well. You might remember we got her in Spring last year and we have been milking her since, she is 
so lovely and gentle. Our other cows are pregnant so in late autumn we will be expecting some new members to the heard. We have 
another new addition to the staff team - Lochy a standard breed horse. He has been donated by Tanya from the HERO program 
(relocating horses to new homes). I would like to thank Omeo’s BJ Thorburn for helping us source Lochy via Tanya and the HERO 
program. Lochy is enormous at 17 hands but gentle, quiet, well behaved and fit. Phil has retired and gone to Helen Packers (thanks to 
Graeme Payne for helping walk him to Packers and Helen for offering Phil a home) and Sampson has a new friend to teach. The old 
chooks are on their way out and we are looking at getting a new brood of hens. 

This year we are renovating the winter huts, re-fencing the garden and dam, building new dairy yards and installing a loading ramp and 
crush - we have all the equipment and soon will install it. We are still fundraising for mattresses - we would like to get some more of the 
hospital grade ones they will cost $215 each - would be good to get them before winter. Some people have donated $$ towards it but 
we need to raise enough funds for 26 mattresses. Maybe you can help?
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Mittagundi
Director’s Report continued . . . 
Programs have started now and the staff are more than excited to be moving out of the training phase and moving into the doing 
phase with young people. I can see our year being a good one with projects to complete and programs to enjoy.

Look out for the announcements of our fundraising events - we would love some help to put the NE bush dance on again in May and 
the June City bush dance with Wollangarra. We will be selling wine in September and have locked in the Briagolong Bush Band for the 
bush dance and Sal Kimber and the Rolling Wheel for the Open day weekend next Jan. Please save the date 6/7th Jan 2017. Lets 
make next years open day a really good fundraiser and community supported event. We are also looking forward to going to the Folk 
Rhythm and Life Festival and again will need some volunteers to help with our fundraising food stall. 

I would also like to thank Claire Peck our Bookings and Communication Manager for the excellent work she is doing in keeping people 
engaged with Mittagundi and the Mittagundi Council for their support and direction. I look forward to seeing through the projects we 
have started together for this year. Finally I would like to thank the young people that have come to Mittagundi and for the new ones 
that have booked in this year, without you Mittagundi would be a very different place. The annual Mittagundi/Wollangarra Alpine walk 
will begin in late March, we have five young people that are currently raising funds. If you want to help them raise funds - we have a 
donations page on our website and you can donate to an individual Alpine walker (including after they have finished the walk). 

Well Autumn has started off hotter than Summer, the river is inviting and we have young people at Mittagundi. The year is already 
flying - so I better get on with it. Catch you with the next newsletter or come and pop in and have a cuppa with us. We also love letters 
- writing to us excites us too!

Mittagundi Festival  
Another great start to the year was had with Mittagundi hosting its annual Bush Dance and Open Day Festival on the second weekend 
of January. Many smiles were seen, along with lots of yahooing at the dance and laughter all weekend. The Briagalong Bush Band 
kicked us off at the Glen Valley Hall with their country rhythm and folk/bluegrass style of music. Young and old were brought together 
on the dance floor to twist, slide, spin, clap, and of course, heel-and-toe. Some local favourites (Tess and Graeme) led the way 
showcasing some incredible talent and dancing expertise. Many followed suit and joined in on the fun, only to stop when getting a bit 
too red faced. Faces returned to their proper colour after a few cool refreshments from the bar and some delicious bush style food 
from the BBQ. The night carried on long for some as the enjoyment of the music, the dancing, the catching up with old friends, and the 
makings of new ones was too great to resist.  
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The next day, a few early birds witnessed the rising of a beautiful golden sun over the “Knocker”, which helped begin the Open Day 
Festival with a great buzzing of life. As the magpies, kookaburras, and other native birds made their ritual morning calls, mounds of 
people began to gather at the Mittagundi homestead. After a big breakfast serving and a mad rush at the pop up café for the many 
keen tea and coffee drinkers, the action began all around Mittagundi. The volunteer demonstrators were in fine form this year, giving 
much guidance and passing on their long-standing knowledge about different crafts, arts, and trades. Around the place you could find 
woodworking, blacksmithing, wool spinning, wood chopping, fire-lighting, horse handling, and more. After a scrumptious lunch, the 
cross cut sawing competition was held. Under the close officiation of Director Liz, new staff member Monica, and Jack Gilbert as 
adjudicator (long-time supporter of Mittagundi), the Mittagundi crew and festival goers witnessed a record breaking saw of seven 
seconds from two well-trained individuals. Speculation was in the air as to whether the two fellas had practiced in the events leading 
up to the festival, nonetheless, a great fete and extraordinary effort was delivered! 

The annual auction closely followed this event and tallied a great deal of money from generous buyers. Several unique items were hot 
up for grabs such as; hiking backpacks, handcrafted beanies, photo frames, wine, an adze, draw knife, and more. Auctioneer Liz 
made some very appealing selling points and the donations increased as the excitement grew. 

As the day progressed on, it wasn’t long until dinner was served. Nuala and the team of 2015, along with the new team of 2016, and 
many extraordinary young people, prepared and delivered an abundance of delicious baked potatoes and assortments for everyone 
to enjoy. With dinner served, the open mic session began and many people from young to old shared their amazing talents with a 
large supportive crowd. Some special performances were given by Harmony (a returning young person), who delivered some 
incredible vocals and opera like singing, as well as by new staff member Nick, who shared his acoustic talents on the guitar.  

All in all, the festival was another great success with a great turnout. Mittagundi would like to thank the many people who attended the 
bush dance and festival, in particular the numerous amounts of young people and past staff who all volunteered their time to help run 
the show. Also a special mention and thanks to all our demonstrators, for volunteering their time to teach and instruct in their various 
areas of crafts and expertise. 

North East Bush Dance

Mittagundi Festival continued . . . 

Help us make it happen! 
For	   years	   Mittagundi	   has	   survived	   via	   the	   efforts	   of	   it’s	   external	  
supporters	  and	  now	  we	  are	   in	  need	  of	  your	  help	  again.	  The	  North	  
East	  Hop	  was	  a	  roaring	  success	  in	  its	  inaugural	  year	  2015	  thanks	  to	  
the	  hard	  work	  of	  many	  including	  Denis	  Ginnivan	  and	  Sal	  Kimber.	  As	  it	  
was	  so	  well	  received	  the	  vibe	  was	  to	  see	  it	  happen	  annually	  however	  
we	  need	  some	  people	  in	  the	  NE	  Area	  to	  help	  us	  make	  it	  happen	  this	  
year.	  Denis	  and	  Sal	  are	  tied	  up	  this	  year	  and	  so	  we	  need	  some	  other	  
enthusiastic	  people	   to	   turn	   this	  event	   from	  an	   idea	   into	  a	   reality.	  The	  
event	   is	  set	  for	  Saturday	  May	  28th	   in	  Beechworth.	   If	  you	  want	  to	  help	  
make	  it	  happen	  please	  call	  Claire	  before	  24th	  March,	  	  
0467	  678	  818.	  This	  event	  will	  only	  occur	  if	  we	  have	  the	  will	  
power	  and	  people	  power	  from	  the	  community	  to	  make	  it	  so.	  
Thanks	  so	  much	  for	  your	  support!!	   	  More	   info	  on	  Events	  and	  
how	  you	  can	  support	  Mittagundi	  via	  Mates	  of	  Mittagundi	  can	  be	  
found	  on	  the	  website:	  http://www.mittagundi.org.au/mates-‐of-‐
mittagundi/

“It’s okay for things to be 
hard and challenging, and 

when they are, that’s usually 
the time you learn and grow 

the most as a person.” –
Hanako Muller, Mittagundi 

young person 2015
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Tickets on sale May 2nd 
https://www.trybooking.com/KQZV  



Mittagundi

Meet the staff  of  2016
HANAH HAMISH 

The beard of all beards 
came to the Mittagundi 

Farm, 

To share his knowledge, 
passion and charm. 

Hamish travelled from 
Benella, 

To become the Program 
Manager ‘fella’. 

His experience extends 
wide and far, 

Leading, rafting and 
cooking – he is quite a 

star!  

Hamish is a kind-hearted 
and diligent person who 
was a winter helper for 
Mittagundi in 2011. He has 
returned to the homestead 
to be the program manager 
for 2016. In the past, 
Hamish has worked as an 
o u t d o o r e d u c a t o r f o r 
Timbertop, St Philips in 
Alice Springs, and various 
other organisations and 
schools. Hamish graduated 
from LaTrobe University in 
Bendigo, and before uni he 
was a brick layer for five 
years. He brings a lot of 
great practical knowledge 
to the team as well as some 
excellent leadership and 
team management skills. 
Hamish starts his day with 
a coffee and ends his day 
with a smile. The bearded 
fellow is here to give it his 
best, and is sure to make a 
memorable year.

NICHOLAS 

Nicholas Lorenz is a local to 
the alpine wilderness, coming 
from Wangarratta to join the 
Mittagundi crew. This is not 
Nick’s first visit to Mittagundi 
though, he has been coming 
since his first 10-day program 
as a young person and loved 
it so much he returned on 
many follow-up programs. 
He’s just graduated from year 
12, and along with his fresh 
graduation he is ready to use 
all the skills he has learned at 
Mittagundi to now be one of 
its program leaders. Nick 
enjoys many outdoor pursuits 
such as hiking, swimming and 
snowboarding. Nick is quite 
the musician as he’s been 
playing guitar and singing 
since a young age. Nick is 
extremely excited to be 
joining the 2016 Mittagundi 
crew and can’t wait to meet 
the young peop le . Fa i r 
Dinkum!

CASSIDY 

Cassidy Brown hails from 
West Virginia, the mountain 
state of the U.S. Making her 
the fur thest f rom home. 
Cassidy’s experience in the 
o u t d o o r s i s a v a l u a b l e 
contribution to Mittagundi. 
Along with her American 
twang, she brings a smile that 
could brighten any room and 
t h e w i l l i n g n e s s t o g i v e 
everything a go. Cassidy has 
t a k e n a k e e n e y e f o r 
blacksmithing and is eager to 
learn as well as teach young 
people throughout the year. 
Mittagundi will be the perfect 
place for her to master her 
best ‘sheila’ impersonation and 
a wonderful introduction to the 
Vic to r ia ’s H igh Count ry. 
Cass idy b r ings humour, 
passion, energy, and her 
awesome drumming skills into 
the 2016 team. Welcome to 
the Glen Valley Cassidy! 

Hannah Waite is a warm and 
energetic character who is the 
baby of this year’s staff team. 
She joins us from Albury and 
recently graduated Year 12 
f r o m C a t h o l i c C o l l e g e 
Wodonga. Hannah is a farm 
girl at heart and is well-attuned 
to the Mittagundi lifestyle. 
Some interesting facts about 
Hannah include; she makes a 
mean curry, she enjoys a hot 
brew of coffee, and she loves 
t o s p o n t a n e o u s l y d o 
cartwheels and handstands. 

Accompany ing Hannah ’s 
energy, is a contagious laugh 
with a great positive attitude. 
When asked about what she is 
excited for this year, Hannah 
answered, “I’m excited for 
everything, all the time, every 
day!” Hannah’s job areas this 
year include; Kitchen and 
pantry, horses, fencing and 
p a s t u r e s , a n d v e h i c l e 
maintenance. 

Hannah’s inspiration to work at 
Mittagundi stems from her 
experience here as a young 
person, as well as her will to 
help others. She appreciates 
the little things that nature can 
offer to enrich our everyday 
lives, and has an enthusiasm 
towards getting to know others 
and helping young people 
reach their potential. Hannah 
is a hard-worker and a great 
addition to the 2016 staff team. 
Welcome Hannah! 
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INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS 
In November & December 2016 Mittagundi will trial two new  

Follow Up Programs!! 

Project M 
November 25th-29th   

Community  
December 7th-11th 

More info will be announced in the next newsletter. 

AUTUMN 2016
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LACHY 

Lachy Cohen is a hardworking 
‘people-person’, who loves to lend a 
hand. He loves surfing and playing 
gu i tar as wel l as te l l ing the 
occasional bad joke. His favourite 
colour is blue, like the ocean. Having 
just finished PE and Outdoor Ed 
teaching at Federation University, he 
is looking forward to gaining a 
stronger connection to Mittagundi, 
the surrounding community, and the 
environment (and hopefully learning 
a bit about himself along the way!). 
While at Mittagundi, Lachy spends a 
lot of his spare time in the joinery, 
using skills he has learnt from locals 
and Mittagundi regulars. Welcome to 
Mittagundi Lachy! 

MONICA 

Monica Russell has since 
become a tea enthusiast on 
arriving to Mittagundi, thus 
making a smooth transition into 
the Mitta lifestyle and the 
a s s o c i a t e d t e a d r i n k i n g 
demands. She’s proven to be 
the fastest of the team when it 
comes to running up the hill to 
the office to answer the phone, 
regardless of how much the 
boys contest to this fact. This 
talent is due to her history as a 
spr inter and her love for 
running.  

She’s a brilliant yet modest cook 
and is constantly providing 
treats for the rest of the team, 
with Hannah following her 
around the pantry to learn a 
thing or two in the art of baking. 
Mon provides endless ideas and 
enthus iasm for hard and 
purposeful work around the 
property and has proven to be a 
great friend to confide in. She’s 
humble, honest, attentive and 
has a heart of gold, as well as a 
ridiculously cheeky sense of 
h u m o u r. S h e s w e a r s b y 
everything Mittagundi stands for 
and after her experience here 
as a young person and then a 
v o l u n t e e r s h e ’ s b a c k t o 
contr ibute a great unique 
energy to the team of 2016. 
You’ll find her spending a lot of 
time with Anneke the milking 
cow, or perhaps spinning some 
wool and crocheting all sorts of 
goodies.  

Mon is well adapted to the 
s i m p l e l i f e s t y l e h e r e a t 
Mittagundi and is an absolute 
d e l i g h t t o h a v e a r o u n d . 

Sweet Valley 
Sounds 2016 

At the end of January, the staff team headed over to 
Mt Beauty to support the local community and to 
generate some support and spread the word of 
Mittagundi. We showcased and sold a fine assortment 
of merchandise and held many informative chats with 
friendly people at Mt Beauty’s Sweet Valley Sounds. 
Familiar faces were about with Rocky from Flour + 
Water Pizza set up next to us, and many of the 
Outdoor School - Bogong crew wandering about 
saying hello. The team took the opportunity to proudly 
model their new Mittagundi work shirts and chat with 
the friendly festival goers. The bands came from far 
and wide and entertained all with various styles of 
music. The ‘Jitter Bugs’ got the little kids jumping and 
the new band, ‘Sling Shot’, pumped out some classic 
rock ballads for the adults to enjoy. A spontaneous 
drum circle from Nicki Bomba (former John Butler Trio 
member, and current Melbourne Ska Orchestra 
drummer) had a swarm of people singing and dancing 
to the beat of Bob Marley and various other intricate 
sounds. A special mention goes out to the Spooky 
Ukes Band who demonstrated some impressive talent 
but asked the crowd for nothing more than some boos 
and hisses! Dallas Frasca rocked out the party late 
into the night with some incredible vocals, drumming, 
and guitar playing.  

The Mittagundi crew would like to give a big thank you 
to the Mt Beauty community and the festival 
organisers, for welcoming us over and allowing us to 
create awareness and hopefully inspire a few young 
people to get involved with our programs.

“The biggest thing I will take 
away from Mittagundi is the 

countless amount of  once in a 
lifetime experiences Mittagundi 

has to offer”-Daniel, 
Mittagundi young person 2015
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Staff  Training
Mittagundi

The	   new	   crew	   have	   undertaken	   an	   enormous	   amount	   of	   training	   from	  
their	   very	   first	  week	   at	  MiPagundi	   to	   prepare	   them	   thoroughly	   for	   the	  
likes	  of	  a	  year	  as	  program	   leaders.	  Beginning	  first	  with	   the	  handover	  of	  
job	  areas	  at	  MiPagundi,	   the	  2015	  staff	  did	  a	  marvellous	   job	  of	   teaching	  
the	   new	   crew	   the	   essenTal	   informaTon	   and	   providing	   a	   warm	   and	  
welcoming	   environment	   to	   start	   the	   year.	   AUer	   the	   handover,	   the	   new	  
leaders	  were	  engrossed	  in	  a	  number	  of	  different	  training	  days	  over	  a	  two-‐
month	   period.	   This	   training	   has	   given	   our	   leaders	   the	   qualificaTons	   to	  
drive	   defensively,	   use	   chainsaws,	   handle	   food	   safely,	   deliver	   first	   aid	   in	  
wilderness	   environments,	   4WD,	   hang	   out	   with	   the	   horses	   and	   saddle	  
them	  up,	   perform	   swiU	  water	   rescues,	  manage	   groups	   of	   people,	   bake	  
bread,	  make	  munchies,	  and	  operate	   the	  MiPagundi	   farm.	  Thank	  you	   to	  
the	   many	   people	   who	   were	   involved	   in	   teaching	   our	   staff	   the	   skills	  
necessary	  to	  carry	  out	  their	  role	  in	  the	  year	  ahead!

A	  note	  from	  the	  Custodians	  of	  Wills	  Paddock	  .	  .	  .	  	  

G’day	  folks!	  My	  name	  is	  Phil,	  and	  this	  is	  my	  buddy	  Samson.	  We	  
have	  hang	  out	  together	  most	  days	  in	  the	  Wills	  paddock.	  It’s	  an	  
awesome	  view	  and	  someTmes	  the	  kangas	   like	  to	  eat	  with	  us.	  
Over	   this	   summer	   period	   we’ve	   been	   working	   hard	   to	   graze	  
the	  paddocks	  and	  to	  make	  sure	  the	  grass	  is	  nice	  and	  trimmed.	  
The	  folks	  up	  the	  hill	  visit	  us	  every	  day	  to	  say	  hello	  and	  give	  us	  a	  
neck	  rub	  for	  all	  our	  good	  work.	   	  My	  current	  situaTon	  changed	  
just	   recently.	   I	  am	  now	  at	  a	  new	  home,	   I	  have	  gone	  to	  Helen	  
Packers	   to	   reTre	   from	   working.	   I’ve	   goPen	   to	   the	   age	   of	  
arthriTs	   (among	   other	   things),	   and	   so	   it’s	   Tme	   I	   moved	   on.	  
Don’t	  fret	  though,	  I’m	  sTll	   in	  the	  area,	  and	  my	  buddy	  Samson	  
is	  well-‐trained	  to	  look	  aUer	  the	  young	  people	  and	  to	  teach	  the	  
new	  horse	  Lochy	  -‐	  how	  we	  operate	  at	  MiPagundi.	  Lacy	  is	  said	  
to	  have	  a	  good	  heart	  and	  a	  strong	  body	  to	  hoist	  all	  those	  heavy	  
items	  we	  take	  on	  our	  10-‐day	  programs.	  Thanks	  to	  all	  the	  past	  
staff,	  young	  people,	  and	  volunteers	  who	  have	  looked	  aUer	  me,	  
cared	  for	  me,	  and	  walked	  alongside	  me.	  I	  will	  never	  forget	  the	  
good	   Tmes	   (ge`ng	   treats,	   having	   my	   hooves	   trimmed,	   and	  
being	  brushed),	  and	  the	  challenging	  Tmes	  of	  (having	  to	  lunge	  
and	  go	  for	  long	  walks	  in	  preparaTon	  for	  programs).	  Nhheyyyy!	  

Animal Update

Chicken	  Run	  .	  .	  .	  	  

Hey	  there	  partner!	  Us	  chickens	  have	  been	  having	  a	  grand	  old	  
Tme	   hanging	   around	   the	   orchard	   and	  what	   not.	   The	   regular	  
day	   starts	   at	   dawn	   for	   the	   rooster,	   and	   we	   wake	   up	   around	  
then	   too.	   The	   usual	   day’s	   exercise	   starts	   aUer	   the	   sun	   heads	  
over	  the	  knocker	  where	  we	  also	  offer	  our	  eggs	  to	  the	  lady	  who	  
lets	  us	  out	  every	  day.	  We	  unfortunately	  lost	  our	  chicken	  friend	  
Harriet	  recently	  to	  ill	  health,	  but	  we	  are	  all	  coping	  reasonably	  
well.	   The	   recent	   visit	   from	   the	   council	   and	   friends	   of	  
MiPagundi	   gave	  us	   plenty	   of	   excitement	   as	  we	   got	   the	   extra	  
pellet	  here	  and	  there.	  Not	  much	  else	  to	  report	  on,	  feel	  free	  to	  
come	   say	   hello	   next	   Tme	   your	   about	   MiPagundi,	   but	   make	  
sure	  you	  check	  with	  the	  staff	  first!	  Bok	  bok	  bok	  bokarkkk!	  
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O n	   a	   s u n n y	   d a y	   i n	  
February,	   26	   enthusiasTc	  
people	   came	   together	   to	  
complete	   the	   annual	  Walk	  
I n .	   T h i s	   e v e n t	   s e e s	  
MiPagundi	   supporters	  
complete	   the	   20km	   hike	  
from	   Watchbed	   Creek	   to	  
MiPagundi	  in	  one	  day.	  This	  
is	  the	  same	  walk	  the	  young	  
people	   complete	   on	   a	   10	  
day	   MiPagundi	   Program,	  
however	   they	   get	   to	   do	   it	  
at	   a	   leisurely	   pace	   over	   2	  
days.	  	  

The	  Walk	   In	   is	  a	  unique	  opportunity	   to	  experience	  a	  part	  of	   the	  program	  on	  a	  personal	   level,	   connect	  with	   the	   journey	   the	  young	  
people	  go	  though	  and	  mix	  and	  mingle	  with	  some	  really	  interesTng	  people.	  This	  year	  we	  had	  Gordon	  Shaw	  and	  his	  Wife	  Leanne	  join	  us.	  
Gordon	  is	  from	  the	  Sunshine	  FoundaTon	  who	  donated	  money	  previously	  to	  support	  MiPagundi	  making	  a	  promoTonal	  video.	  Our	  old	  
friends	   from	  Very	  Special	  Kids,	   joined	  us	   too.	  VSK	  aim	   to	   send	  a	  group	  of	   teens	  every	   second	  Winter	   to	  MiPagundi	  as	  par	   to	   their	  
Sibling	  Support	  Program,	  for	  young	  people	  with	  a	  seriously	  ill	  brother	  or	  sister.	  Some	  new	  faces	  on	  the	  Walk	  were	  Deborah	  Kahn	  from	  
Murray	   High	   School	   and	   Rex	  McLean	   from	   Castlemaine	   Secondary	   College.	   These	   schools	   are	   two	   new	   enthusiasTc	   supporters	   of	  
MiPagundi.	  Peter	  Folan	  from	  Deaf	  Children	  Australia	  joined	  the	  Walk	  too.	  MiPagundi	  and	  Deaf	  Children	  Australia,	  with	  the	  financial	  
support	  of	  Freemasons	  FoundaTon	  Victoria	  aim	  to	  support	   four	  hard	  of	  hearing	  young	  people	   to	  aPend	  our	  Open	  Winter	  Program	  
these	  Winter	   holidays.	   There	  were	   some	   returning	   faces	   also	   and	   it	   seems	   the	  Walk	   In	   is	   becoming	   a	   permanent	   fixture	   in	   some	  
people’s	  calendar!	  

The	  Walk	  was	  well	  received	  and	  the	  swim	  at	  the	  end	  absolutely	  soul	  restoring!	  Dinner	  for	  around	  60	  people	  at	  MiPagundi	  followed	  
and	  it	  was	  a	  great	  atmosphere	  with	  the	  Council	   in	  aPendance	  and	  lots	  of	  youngsters	  charging	  around	  filling	  the	  place	  with	  youthful	  
energy!	   Dinner	   was	   put	   on	   by	   the	   new	   staff	   team	  who	   did	   an	   amazing	   job	  making	  MiPagundi	   look	   fabulous	   and	   the	   guests	   feel	  
welcome,	  fed	  and	  happy.	  	  Thank	  you	  to	  the	  team	  for	  pulling	  it	  all	  together	  and	  to	  everyone	  who	  aPended!

The Walk In 

Can you help?	  	  
In	  true	  MiPagundi	  spirit	  this	  Autumn	  the	  young	  people	  at	  MiPagundi	  are	  working	  hard	  
to	  restore	  a	  hut!	  The	  hut	  is	  in	  need	  of	  some	  serious	  TLC	  before	  its	  next	  use	  this	  Winter,	  
where	  it	  will	  accommodate	  young	  people	  and	  school	  staff	  during	  the	  peak	  season.	  All	  
is	  progressing	  well	  so	  far	  however	  we	  urgently	  need	  your	  help	  to	  be	  able	  to	  fill	  it	  with	  
maPresses	  upon	  compleTon.	  	  

Each	  high	  density,	  high	  grade,	  washable	  cover	  maPress	  (including	  delivery)	  costs	  $215.	  
We	  need	  a	  total	  of	  26.	  We	  have	  a	  link	  set	  up	  on	  the	  Donate	  Page	  of	  the	  website	  and	  
you	  can	  also	  donate	  by	  compleTng	   the	  slip	  at	   the	  end	  of	   this	  newslePer.	  Thanks	   for	  
your	  help!	  hHp://www.miHagundi.org.au/donate/

Mattresses . . . 



MITTAGUNDI 40th ANNIVERSARY 2018 
That’s right it’s almost 40 years since Mittagundi began!  

Help us get prepared for the 40th celebration by sending in your photos and stories  
to be pieced together for a book! 

Tell us what it was like to be a Staff  member or Council member.  Share specific tales about 
animals, events with young people, weather events (including fire), the buildings, what the place was 

like and how many programs ran that year. Anything to piece our history together. 

We need current email details of  all past Staff, Directors and Councillors  
along with staff  team photos and stories. There is a link on the website to add your email address to 

the Past Staff  database: http://www.mittagundi.org.au/staff-contact-database 

Please email all correspondence to liz@mittagundi.org.au  
or post to, The Director 4385 Omeo Hwy Glen Valley VIC 3898 

Help us track down the past staff and collect Mittagundi’s history!

Mittagundi AUTUMN 2016
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MITTAGUNDI   DIRECTOR 
APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN 

See website for Position Description and how to apply 
http://www.mittagundi.org.au/jobs/

mailto:liz@mittagundi.org.au
mailto:liz@mittagundi.org.au
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Help us save a tree

Get this newsletter via email and save a tree or two. 
Simply email info@mittagundi.org.au and let me know. 
You can see the full newsletter online and in colour 


at www.mittagundi.org.au

www.mittagundi.org.au	 Autumn Newsletter 2016, Page "10

Mittagundi AUTUMN 2016

Interested in coming on a program? 
Courses are made up of  young people aged 14-17 from a wide variety of  schools and backgrounds. It doesn’t matter if  you don’t know 

anyone else when you arrive, in fact it can be better this way, as you are free to be whoever you want to be! You don't need to be super fit 
either or have any experience with camping or farm life. It's all about giving it a go. 

Sponsorship available for those in need 

10day Programs 
(more dates on website) 

Follow Up Programs 
(note: Follow Up Programs are for young people who have  

previously participated in a 10day or Winter Program) 

OPEN WINTER PROGRAM

PROGRAM START FINISH PRICE
GIRLS 435 March 18th March 27th $440

BOYS 436 April 1st April 10th $440

GIRLS 437 April 15th April 24th $440

BOYS 438 April 29th May 8th $440

MIXED 439 May 13th May 22nd $440

PROGRAM START FINISH PRICE
WINTER ALPINE June 28th July 2nd $154

GARDEN PARTY September 27th October 1st $154

ENTERPRISE October 21st October 25th $154

WOODCHOP December 14th December 18th $154

Contact Us
www.mittagundi.org.au


Contact Claire the Bookings Manager 

0467 678 818 or info@mittagundi.org.au

Contact Mittagundi on 03 5259 7238


POST TO: 4385 Omeo Hwy, Glen Valley VIC 3898

PROGRAM START FINISH PRICE
OPEN WINTER July 6th July 12th $547

mailto:info@mittagundi.org.au
http://www.mittagundi.org.au
http://www.mittagundi.org.au
mailto:info@mittagundi.org.au
mailto:info@mittagundi.org.au
http://www.mittagundi.org.au
http://www.mittagundi.org.au
mailto:info@mittagundi.org.au


Thank you . . .  Mittagundi is the product of  thousands of  
people’s energy and passion. It has and always will belong to the people that drive it 
and the young people that inhabit it. That includes those of  you that have come on a 
program, worked there, shared your skills, ideas, donated your time, money or goods 
and just generally have taken part in what the place has to offer. This only goes a small 
way to acknowledge you....

Generally Awesome 

Steve Corell – Saws, backpacks, other 
useful things 

Shannon Waters 

Claire Chauncy 

Eli, Harmony and family 

Jeff, Susan, Sandon and Locky Allen 

Will Potter - open day weekend and 
abseil instructor 

Hanako 

Beechworth CWA - various items 

Ron and Glenda – Pots, Jumpers 

John Murray (Muzza) - Honey 

Doug Keen for various items and 
accommodation 

Ally and Nick for accommodating Cassidy 
when she needed it 

2014 staff team for coming back together 
for 2 reunions.  

Graeme Blanch for helping obtain and 
delivering cattle yards/crush and loading 
ramp.  

Star FM team (Tom, Ollie, Izzy and team) 
– Great company and spread the word of 
Mittagundi 

Self Preservation for Glass Half Full 
fundraiser  

Some Young Punks for Glass Half Full 
fundraiser 

Mt Mcleod for Glass Half Full fundraiser 

Arby for rafting equipment 

Tess & Graham Payne 

Gordy 

Mike & Layna from the Blue Duck Inn for 
Horse Float 

Tanya from Hero for Lachy 

Demonstrators / Volunteers  

Jack Gilbert – Honey, magazines, and 
great company 

Lance Tucker – Forge  

Kevin Harris – Joinery  

Morilla – Wool spinning 

Jimmy – Axe and wood cutting 

Clay and Bogong Horseback Adventures– 
Packing a horse  

Brett Lee 

Steve Corell  

Mark and son – Bikes / Camera etc display 

Phil Neilson - Fly fishing 

Neil 

Trainers 

Russell White – 4WD and chainsaw 
training 

Jeff Aronson – Swift water rescue training 

Neil and James Ritchie – Wilderness First 
Aid training 

Tess and Graham – Bread making and fruit 
bottling 

Sam – Safe food handling and hygiene 
training 
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Financial 
Contributions 

Mark Reeves 

Johan Top 

Richard Kjar 

Jessie Mawson 

Simon Paton  

Peter Hay 

Ross Johnston 

Miranda Sharp 

Michael Rowe 

John Kid 

East Gippsland Shire 

Ray Peck 

D&R Webb 

Clive Blazey 

M Reid 

Kiersten Quinn 

Glass Half  Full 

Rachel Coulson 

Freemasons Foundation Victoria 

Belinda Cowie 

Sally Mineur 

Nicholas Jolkity 

PJ O’Heany 

Murray Taylor 

Lucinda Bowels 

Kim Lee 

Peter Weatherall 

David Gibbs 

Patrick Belton 

Georgina Williams 

Peter Lockyer 

Teresa Madigan 

Jennifer Clinehens 

Goods & Services Donations

Please forgive us if  we have missed 
someone. We are so lucky to receive such 

wonderful support and we really appreciate 
everything you all do for Mittagundi.

Alpine Walkers Harmony	  Lee,	  Finn	  Rodgers,	  Lina	  Schaerf-‐Trauner,	  Will	  Geysing	  &	  Talia	  Madigan	  have	  been	  
selected	  to	  embark	  on	  the	  Mittagundi	  Alpine	  Walk	  March	  28th-‐	  April	  9th.	  This	  amazing	  11	  day	  walk	  takes	  them	  along	  
the	  Alps	   Track	   from	  Mittagundi	   to	  Wollangarra.	   The	  Walk	   is	   a	   fundraiser	   for	  Mittagundi.	   You	   can	   show	   them	  you	  
appreciate	  their	  effort	  by	  donating	  on	  the	  website	  under	  the	  Alpine	  Walk	  Donations	  link:	  	  
http://www.mittagundi.org.au/alpine-walk-donations

http://www.mittagundi.org.au/alpine-walk-donations
http://www.mittagundi.org.au/alpine-walk-donations
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If you would like to help Mittagundi here is how you can
Check out our list of  essential resource needs below. Any financial help you can provide this year to purchase these 

items would be immensely appreciated!  
Or maybe you know someone who can help? Give Liz a call 03 5159 7238

RESOURCES WE NEED
 Donations to the Building Fund (Tax 
Deductible!) to help us restore an 
old hut before Winter!  

 New Mattress, we need 26 for the 
restored hut before Winter - $215  

 Sponsorship donations - $440 Full / 
$225 Partial 

 Volunteers on our programs 
 AUSLAN Interpreters for our Open 
Winter Program (July)  

 Nylon long sleeve shirts with collar 
 Woollen army pants 
 Thermos x 5 (wide neck)  
 Lucern Hay 
 Point of Lay Hens 
 Bees wax 
 Candles 
 Leather for making items 
 Embroidery thread 

Mittagundi is a non-profit organisation that receives no funding from the Government. Our 
programs are heavily subsidised and we are reliant on a fantastic community of 

supporters for about 30% of our operational costs. 
Name:          
Address:   Post Code:                                                
Email:   Phone:       
CHEQUE ATTACHED FOR $
I have made an electronic deposit to your Westpac Account of $
on     /              ACCOUNT DETAILS:    Westpac Bairnsdale   BSB 033653  A/C 630000
Please debit my:   VisaMastercard    Name on Card:      
Card Number:      Expiry Date: CCV Number: 
Signature:        

DONATIONS CAN ALSO BE MADE VIA THE WEBSITE  

http://www.mittagundi.org.au/donate/ 

             

What is Mittagundi?
An independent, non-profit organisation with outdoor programs available to all young people aged 14-17.  

It was established over thirty years ago with a commitment to provide opportunities for young people from all walks of  life to live 
and enjoy the challenges of  a remote and simple lifestyle.  

On our classic outdoor program each group of  boys or girls will spend ten days in a beautiful part of  Victoria’s high country; 
bushwalking, camping and abseiling from nearby cliffs, rafting the Mitta Mitta river and work alongside leaders to operate a pioneer 

style farm. During winter, school groups cross country ski and explore the alpine environment of  the Bogong High Plains.  
The atmosphere at Mittagundi is simple, honest and happy. There are no watches, no timetables and no money. Instead there is an 

opportunity for young people to live and work together in an environment where people matter more than anything else.  
Mittagundi is run by a professional and passionate team of  volunteers and a whole community of  support.  

To book into a program or be involved with Mittagundi please visit our website 
 www.mittagundi.org.au  or contact us on 0467 678 818 

Please donate

http://www.mittagundi.org.au/
http://www.mittagundi.org.au/

